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is to show one's ignorance,, for he had done no
more than give utterance to a semi-proverbial
old English saying. Since it is to be found in
cold print in the third act of Jevon's famous
farce, The Dm/ of a Wife, whose popularity dates
from 1688, it was a pity that Sir Boyle did not
save his fame by emulating the habit of Rover
in Wild Oats and adding, "Quotation!"
It is a significant fact that one may "squander
one's useful leisure** in searching in the English
drama of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
roughly from Shakespeare to Congreve, noting
Irish characterisation and Irish allusiveness
wherever they occur, and yet not find a single
bull-making Irishman nor any reference to the
Irishman's possession of any such propensity,
This is no tash assertion: it is based on personal
experience.1 There was ample room and verge
enough for the depiction of a blundering Teague
in Jonson*$ Tfo Irish Masqus had any such type
been then familiar, yet there is not a bull in the
whole entertainment. Very curious this, seeing
that there were a good many unhappy Gaels
1 For the first fruits of my inquiry into the matter
(some of them garnered before they were ripe), see the
paper on **Irisn Characterisation in English Dramatic
Literature**, in the Gmtkman*s Magazine for August 1890,
pp. 178 ff.